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Back to Bein’ Rockport-Fulton

Bye Harvey, we’re moving on
By JATIN BHAKTA
2018-19 Chairman
I want to thank Betty Hattman for her
leadership and poise throughout an eventful and challenging year. Betty has continued to push forward with goals and has
been instrumental in helping me navigate
the priorities for my upcoming year. She

has done an outstanding job of leading
this chamber with humility.
What better theme to have then “Back
to being Rockport-Fulton.” It certainly
represents a sense of normalcy that is
realized everyday in our communities.
The logo is emblematic of our area and it
See BACK, page 6
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We did more than ‘weather’ the storm
By BETTY HATTMAN
2017-18 Chairman
It has been a great honor to serve as the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce board
chairman this past year. And what a year it has been!
As in years past, the board,
staff and committee chairpersons began the year with a
strategic planning retreat. It
was a very productive session
held on a beautiful summer
morning at the Rockport Yacht
Club. However, four days later,
on August 25, our lives and the
work of the chamber changed
dramatically. I could not be
more proud of the incredible
work and accomplishments of
our board of directors, committees and chamber staff this
year. Although several of our
staff and board members suffered major damage to their
homes and businesses, they
never missed a beat.
The overall focus of the
board and committees throughout this year has been to provide resources and leadership
for our community’s recovery
efforts. The chamber offices
partially re-opened three days
after the hurricane under auxiliary power, the board met on
schedule all year, we hosted
an outdoor luncheon on Sept.
12 and held a very successful Seafair in early October.
Chamber luncheons were held
most months, always in a different venue. We were honored to have Governor Greg
Abbott speak at our February luncheon. The Chairman’s Hall at the chamber served as an
important community meeting location. Staff and volunteers assisted in organizing short
See WE, page 6
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Top accomplishments for the year
By DIANE PROBST, CCE
President/CEO
I don’t want to give Harvey any credit
for the past year, but every resident of
Rockport-Fulton has in some way been
beaten and rebuilt. While reviewing the
2017-18 accomplishments of the RockportFulton Chamber community, I had to stop
and think about why I love what I do.
Building community means something different to everyone, but below are several of
the notable ways we built and rebuilt community despite the effects of a devastating
hurricane.
I can’t name accomplishments without
recognizing the chamber staff, board, volunteers and our families for showing up,
maintaining programming, and finding
innovative means of recovery while dealing
with their own devastation amidst unknown
outcomes. Our county, city, and town officials, as well as emergency management
and long term recovery team, has shown
passion for our communities. Each and
every one of them has done a tremendous
job in rebuilding Rockport-Fulton.
Prior to the storm, tourism numbers were
meeting and exceeding previous years
totals, and we were on track for an out-

standing 2017.
• Open door policy - Doors of the cham- sixth best ever. Many of the performers
Here are the major accomplishments of ber office opened Monday after the storm. performed for free or nominal fees to show
the year that come to mind as highlights:
Fans were powered by generators provided their support to our community.
• Foundation funding - Stepped up by Ron Hoover RV & Marine, and we had
• Workforce Solutions of the Coastal
for the Emergency Operations Center and wireless Internet service thanks to Rockport Bend - Fully understanding that in order to
served as collection point for $1.4 mil- Wi-Fi.
open for business we needed to have jobs
lion for Aransas County residents. In nine
• Community programming - There for residents, we sought Workforce grants
months, those funds are nearly spent in sup- was no wavering in programming. Since to bring additional staff to the Chamber
plying and supporting people getting back the storm we have put on more than 50 to help local businesses with the Small
into their homes. Many disaster-declared educational and informative programs to Business Tool Kit and get their needs
communities tell us they were not able to assist the local business community. The matched to those who could help them. To
raise that kind of money, or they couldn’t first monthly chamber luncheon, held 18 date more than 70 percent of our businesses
see the impact of funds raised because they days after the storm, was modified to meet are up and running. Sales tax collections are
distributed them with little or no qualifica- immediate needs and served as a “Rally for trending upward and will continue to do so
tions, or distributed them too quickly.
Rockport-Fulton.” Mercy Chefs brought as we move into our busiest season. More
• Communication collaboration - After food for everyone. There were more than than 1,000 vacation rentals and hotels will
the storm we provided an information table 200 in attendance under tents provided be open by mid-summer, which is an amazin front of the chamber office, helping and by Church Unlimited. Continuing on with ing accomplishment.
directing some 150 people a day to where these events brought people out of their
• Devastation destination - Created the
they needed to go. We distributed the infor- homes and businesses so we could effec- Devastation Destination Tour as a visual
mation shared at the Emergency Operation tively communicate and advocate for them. for those who could not truly comprehend
Center twice a day to keep residents and
• Festivals and community morale – the toll Cat 4 Harvey took on our coastal
visitors informed
locally and through social We made the decision to cancel the 2017 slice of paradise. It also served as a tool to

media.
HummerBird Celebration (schedule 19 days entice funding, partnerships and economic
•
Mass media - At the request of the after
Harvey), and modified Seafair, which progress
opportunities for the community.


Emergency
Management Coordinator,
as was
held six weeks after the storm, in an
•
Harvey We Won ribbon cuttings 
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Builders FirstSource
proudly supports the


Rockport-Fulton Chamber
of Commerce and


thanks its volunteers for
their community pride
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TX • 361-729-6831
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Chamber staff profiles
Diane Probst, IOM, CCE is the president/CEO of the chamber and has held that
position since 1990. She is a graduate of
Texas A&M University - College Station, a
graduate of the US Chamber’s
Institute for Organization
Management, and a
Certified
Chamber
Executive from the
American Chamber of
Commerce Executives.
She also completed
the economic development course at Texas
A&M University and the
University of Oklahoma’s
Center for Chamber of Commerce
Excellence Program. She is past chairman the Texas Chamber of Commerce
Executives in Austin. She is the recipient
of the 2012 Marvin Hurley Award achieving that organization’s highest award. She
launched her book titled Chamberology
in 2014. She is working on a second
book titled 10 Steps to Accreditation for
Chambers of Commerce and a third book
When The Storm Comes that will be co-authored with her daughter. She takes pride in
inspiring a chamber professional’s potential
for building and maintaining a five-star
organization. She and her husband, Mike,
have two grown daughters. Alyssa (Doug)
Wilson and Ashlee (Cody) Lynch. They
have three grandchildren: Ben, Connor and
Campbell.
Sandy Jumper is vice president of marketing & promotion. She joined the chamber
staff in 2011. Sandy is a marketing graduate
from Northeast Mississippi Community
College and recently received her CTE
(Certified Tourism Executive) status from
the Texas Travel and Tourism Industry
Association’s Tourism College. She
worked in various areas of the hospitality
and marketing industry before joining the
chamber staff. Other prior work experience
includes working in the non-profit and education industries as well as running a family
business. Sandy has lived in the RockportFulton area for more than 10 years. She
and her husband, Randy, own property that
sits on the dividing line between Rockport
and Fulton, making her a
true representative of both.
Sandy enjoys her work
and delights in tourism
increases in the area.
She works closely with
HummerBird, Seafair,
Spring Fling, Heroes
Cup, Attractions, and the
Tourism Development
Council. She also serves
on the steering committee for
Aransas Pathways. Sandy is a member of
the Texas Association of Convention and
Visitors Bureaus, where she serves on the
Membership Committee. She received her
TDM (Texas Destination Marketer) certification in August 2017. She has received
the Kay Wolf/Rob Early award twice. It
is the highest award given to an individual working within the tourism industry
by Texas Coastal Bend Regional Tourism

Council (TCBRTC). She is serving her second term as President of TCBRTC.
Bob Strait is the administrative assistant
at the chamber. He was born and raised
in the Longview/Palestine area of East
Texas. After high school and working for
a couple of years, he joined the Navy.
After the Navy, he lived in San Diego
and attended San Diego State University
where he was awarded a BS in business
management. After graduating, he worked
for various heavy weight air freight transportation companies for 40 years until
finally retiring in 2006 in Nashville. When
he retired, he started traveling. One of the
places he came to for the winter was Rockport-Fulton. He
started volunteering at the
chamber in 2007 and has
been here ever since.
While working in the
airfreight industry, he
did an extensive amount
of customer service both
on the phone and in person while making sales
calls. The chamber presents
new and interesting challenges
each day, which is to say no two days are
alike, which makes it a great place to work.
Paula Hollingworth is the visitor center
coordinator. Originally from Port Isabel,
Paula moved to the Rockport-Fulton area in
June 2016, and joined the chamber working
part time. Prior to that she and
her husband traveled to many
parts of the country for
the past 20 years. During
her first week with the
chamber she attended
the Texas Chamber of
Commerce Executives
Chamber Basics Fall
Conference in Austin for
a one-day “boot camp”
regarding chamber operations. She has also received a
certificate of completion for the Texas
Friendly Hospitality Program. Paula’s work
experience includes working as a customer service, administrative, and managerial
employee in the hospitality, real estate, and
construction industries. She has also participated in the Texas Hospitality Training
Course offered through the chamber. She
enjoys her new role in greeting visitors
and locals who stop by for information
and merchandise. She works with the
Charmers (volunteer visitor center greeters) and coordinates their monthly tours.
She and her husband, Roger, enjoy family
outings and celebrating milestone moments.
Paula says we live in paradise. She says to
enjoy life and make the most of what is
around you!
Kristy Williford is the new membership and communications coordinator. Originally from Omaha, she spent
her most recent career of 14 years in
Liberty, TX where she was a customer service representative/mortgage loan officer.
She recently moved to Rockport-Fulton
See STAFF, page 6

Proud and honored to
be the 2017
Non-proﬁt of the Year
Recipient!
Please visit our website or call 361-215-1575 for information

www.acedfoundation.org

Providing Peace of Mind
Since 1923

GSM Insurors
partners with the nation’s
top carriers to deliver comprehensive choices for all
your personal, business, wind, and flood coverage
needs. For over 90 years we have been committed to
protecting what you value most.

GSM INSURORS
A PARTNER OF THE INSURORS GROUP

Call us today or visit us online
1102 E. LAUREL | (877) 729-5414 | GSMINSURORS.COM
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Past award recipients
Citizen of the Year
1993 - Ceil Frost
1994 - Dunny Dunsworth
1995 - Nancy Cooper
1996 - John Jackson
1997- Allen Ray Moers
1998 - Glenda Burdick
1999 - Van Hovanesian
2000 - Valerie Guillory
2001 - Penny Baldwin
2002 - Richard Dias
2003 - Kam Wagert
2004 - Tom Staley
2005 - Don Hanks
2006- Bobby Jackson
2007 - Jack Wright
2008 - Susie Bracht Black
2009 - Barbara Long
2010 - Pete Chamberlain
2011 - Carla Reed
2012 - Jerry Lewis
2013 – De McLallen
2014 - Phil & Pam Stranahan
2015 - Tom Callan
2016 - Penny Hong
2017 – Karen Mella
Chamber Member of the Year
1993-94 - Dunny Dunsworth
1995 - Glenn Guillory
1996 - Nancy Mayhood
1997 - Don Hanks
1998 - Debbie Luce
1999 - Gary VanAntwerp
2000 - Martin Cabaniss
2001 - Les Edmonds
2002 - Kay Wise-Denty

2003 - Asa Yeamans
2004 - Kelly Gibson
2005 - Pat Hall
2006 - Laura Denham
2007 - Kam Wagert
2008 - Craig Griffin
2009 - Peggy Mayo
2010 - Carla Rinche
2011 - Brian Olsen
2012 - Lynda Pouyer
2013 - Tiffanie Hoover
2014 - Abigail Hutchinson
2015 - Marsha Reid
2016 - Robert Mitchell
2017 – Dawn Walker

2011 – Jatin Bhakta
2012 – Lynn Baskind
2013 – Elizabeth Klontz
2014 – Elizabeth Martin
2015 - Becky Mays
2016 - Candy Fletcher
2017 - Candy Fletcher

Bay Blazer of the Year
1994 – Melissa Ondrej
1995-98 – Kelly Gibson
1999 – Lynn Johnson
2000-01 Les Edmonds
2002-03 – Kelly Gibson
2004 – Julie McLeish
2005 – Irma Parker
2006 – Lamar Story
2007 – Kelly Gibson
2008 – Peggy Chapman
2009 – Gene Harrison
2010-11 – Dana Daniel
2012-13 – Gene Harrison
2014 – Tempe Parisette
2015 - Dawn Walker
2016 - Diana Pardue
2017 – Robert Mitchell
Business Builder of the Year
2010 – Kathy David

Custom Electric

Small Business of the Year
2005 – CharterBank of Rockport
2006 – The Rockport Pilot
2007 – Outside the Box
2008 – The Lighthouse Inn
2009 – Laguna Reef
2010 - KRM Consulting
2011 – J&M A/C
2012 – Seaworthy Marine
2013 – Fulton Convention Center
2014 – Angel Rose B & B
2015 - Humane Society
2016 - Sugar Shack, Legends,
Magnolias
2017 – Eling Coastal Real Estate

January – Windway Gallery
February – Sun Kissed Graphics,
LLC
March – Inn at Fulton Harbor
April – Taqueria Puerto Vallarta
May – Alby’s Seafood Market & Po
Boys
June – Mac’s Pit Barbecue & Catering

It is great to be a member of our

5-STAR CHAMBER!

Non-Profit of the Year
2016 – Castaways
2017 – ACISD Education Foundation
Businesses of the Month
(July 2017 - June 2018)
July - Tropical Smoothie Café
August – Paradise Key Dockside Bar
& Grill
September - None
October – None
November – Craig’s Tire Service
December – The Groove

Here Everything's Better.™

1409 N. Bus. 35
ROCKPORT, TX
Store: 361-729-8230
Pharmacy: 361-729-0530

Proud Supporter Rockport Fulton Chamber of Commerce

Karen R. Mella,
361-205-3974

REALTOR

KarenMellaRealtor@gmail.com

361-319-0264
Jesse Rodriguez

Security Real Estate

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ROCKPORT

1927 HWY 35 South in Rockport, Texas

TECL #20916

2017 Citizen of the Year

2730 HWY 35 N Rockport, Texas 78382

2014-2015 Past Chairman of the Board

2018 ROCKPORT-FULTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL REPORT - PAGE 5

ACCOMPLISHMENTS returning after extensive remodeling and
reconstruction. The events were celebrated with a “cookie” cut from tree debris at
the Texas Department of Transportation’s
“Mount Trashmore” on the bypass.
Businesses signed the back of the wooden
piece to symbolize they are back stronger
than ever.
• Coastal Bend United Grant Program,
LIFT Fund, SBDC - Along with financial help of donors and the Rebuild Texas
Fund, we assisted small businesses with
the Coastal Bend United grant program,
raising more than $355,000 to date for the
businesses in Aransas County. The first
$155,000 raised has already been awarded
and distributed to businesses that applied
prior to June 1. Round two and the rest of
the grant series funding of $200,000 will
begin June 1. Apply at the Chamber to
be considered. We housed the LIFT Fund
representative at the chamber to assist businesses with zero interest loans, as well as
provided a location for the Small Business
Development Center representative to assist
with answering business questions.
• Open for business - To fill a need for
status updates of businesses in RockportFulton, the chamber staff and trusted volunteers physically checked on and attempted
to communicate with all local businesses.
From this operation the team created and
maintained an “Open for Business” spreadsheet housed on the Rockport-Fulton.org

Continued from 2
website. It sited local businesses that were
open, hotel or vacation rental availability, and workforce housing. This list was
created to provide a current, factual, and
consistent listing for not only Emergency
Operations, but as a credible source to
verify the status of our local businesses for
residents, tourists and the general public.
• Workforce Central - Provided a free
location for the Workforce mobile unit,
which connected job seekers to employment
opportunities. This was heavily utilized by
local business such as Bealls, Taco Bell,
Whataburger and Gulf Point Plaza. This
opportunity was explored with the hopes
residents would not have to travel to Corpus
Christi or Sinton to seek employment.
• Advocate for Aransas County Assisted the following councils to produce
results:
- RV Park Council: Facilitated the
arrangement of trailers to temporary sites
for people displaced.
- Hotel & Lodging Council: Assisted
hoteliers with information to provide
to state officials and insurance mediators.
- Governmental Affairs Council: Aided
the transition and communication for local
small business at the local, state and federal
levels.
- Candidates Panels & Issues Forums:
Hosted two candidate panels to provide a
platform to discuss current local issues and
future community needs.

• Future of Economic Health - Facilitated
a weeklong information gathering series
at the Emergency Operations Center in
December and January. Anyone who was
interested was welcome. These efforts lead
to the creation of short- and long-term
recovery goals for Aransas County. This
opportunity was provided via an Economic
Development Administration Grant to
the International Economic Development
Council.
• Tourism Revitalization - Through the
support of Jeff Hunt, founding partner of
the Pulse Group, we launched the creative
comeback campaign leveraging the voice
of the King of Country Music, George
Strait. The campaign, assisted with funding
from the Rebuild Texas Fund, will include

radio, TV, billboard, digital media and print
advertising through the end of the year. We
encourage everyone, during the recovery
process, to join in this revitalization effort.
Invite your friends, families and acquaintances to “Find themselves in RockportFulton.”

In conclusion, nothing good comes easily, and nothing can be done alone.
Through Harvey we have been inspired
by millions of dollars and services donated,
countless hours volunteered, and billions of
pounds of materials received.
We have been reminded of the reason we
love our communities, and we can’t wait to
show others the strength, heart and passion
we have for Rockport-Fulton.

Corps of Engineers Permitting, Wetland
Delineations, Oyster Reef and Seagrass Surveys,
Habitat Restoration, Mitigation, Dredge Material
Management Planning, Feasibility Assessments
and other related services.

The first monthly luncheon after Harvey was held under the tents at Church Unlimited. Local officials provided updates to local residents. Those in attendance were not those who usually attend the luncheons.

361-729-1241
www.belaireenv.com

Smoothies, Gourmet Wraps, Specialty Sandwiches and Salads
FOOD

All Day Breakfast & Lunch

SMOOTHIES

• Classics
• Flatbreads
• Superfoods
• Wraps
• Supercharged
• Sandwiches
• Indulgent
• Salads
Tropical Smoothie Café, LLC
• Supplements
• Kids Menu
2355 State Highway 35 North
• Fresh Add-Ins
Rockport, Texas
Mon. thru Fri. 6:30 am till 9 pm • Sat. 8 am till 9 pm • Sun. 9 am till 9 pm
361-790-5222
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WE -

Continued from front

and long term recovery planning sessions and teams for Aransas County.
Working with Coastal Bend United (chambers of commerce in the Coastal Bend) and the
Rebuild Texas Fund, $155,000 has been distributed in grants to 63 local businesses. The
chamber and Chamber Foundation continues to pursue small business grant programs and
anticipates up to $200,000 of additional funds for Rockport-Fulton businesses.

BACK -

Continued from front

is truly timeless. We will continue to capitalize on the marketing of the logo and voice of
George Strait. I want to thank Jeff and Anne Hunt for their efforts in crafting this campaign.
I want to also thank George Strait for lending his voice to our campaign.
I am looking forward to another fantastic year, through the Find Yourself in RockportFulton campaign and the new opportunities that have been presented to us. We will continue to make Aransas County, Rockport and Fulton even stronger. I am excited to host the
upcoming board retreat with members of the board and committee chairs. We as leaders of
this great organization will collectively plan a Program of Work that will capitalize on these
opportunities. The planning and work put in by each of the chamber committees continues
to drive success for the membership.
Throughout the year the committees identify needs and create goals to solidify the
relationship between our businesses and communities. The results of that retreat will be
published at an upcoming chamber luncheon.
I encourage everyone to continue to push our theme and logo throughout their businesses
and online. Most importantly become the ambassador for all the great that this chamber has
done for its membership and community.
I want to recognize the outstanding job our chamber staff continues to do each day.
During the last year they have had to coordinate luncheons and meetings at a different
venue. The staff has juggled new responsibilities and has stayed focused on the needs of
our businesses and communities.

STAFF -

… your new floors
done right for more
than 35 years!
– fine floor, window, and wall coverings
www.ledbetterfloors.com

Continued from 3

to start a new chapter in her
life after the death of
four siblings due to
Huntington’s
disease. She was a past
volunteer of the Elks
Club where she helped
special needs children.
She loves RockportFulton and is ready to
jump in and get to know
everyone. Her passion for
Rockport-Fulton makes her a strong advocate for the county, cities, the chamber and
for all its members.
April Intorre is the new executive
assistant at the chamber. She is originally
from Pennsylvania, but spent 16 years in
Ohio with her husband, Joe,
and
two children, operating two
successful
businesses
they owned. She graduated from Kent State
University with a degree
in business management.
She put her degree to
good use in her and her
husband’s businesses, as
well as working as a supervisor for a worldwide envelope manufacturing company.
She
and her husband moved to the RockportFulton area in 2016 after falling in love
with the area and people on a three-day
get-away weekend. She likes to keep busy,
stay active in the community, and loves the
area, which makes her a great fit working
at the Chamber.
Mike Woods is small business coordinator at the chamber through a Workforce
grant. Originally from the Southern
California coast, Mike has resided in the
Rockport-Fulton area for several years. He

Back to that Aug. 21 retreat. In November the board re-visited our planned program of
work for the year, modified our goals and incorporated them into our rebuilding efforts.
The chamber’s extensive work in our communities’ recovery has increased awareness of
what the chamber does (chamber brand). Our membership level did not achieve the three
percent growth we were targeting, but has remained strong and our membership revenues
are greater than that which was budgeted. We have built and expanded our partnerships
with government, non-profits and other chambers. Last year’s goal of industry and tourism diversification is now a significant part of Aransas County’s long-term recovery plan.
Going forward, the chamber can incorporate many of this year’s unfinished tasks into
future goals.
Finally, there are many reasons we’re a 5-Star Accredited Chamber. We have been
blessed over the years with strong volunteer leadership and an active local business community. But the most committed and consistent leadership comes from our president and
CEO, Diane Probst, and her outstanding team. On behalf of the board of directors, thank
you to all of our chamber staff.

has a BA in international relations from
Claremont
McKenna
College and a master of
public health degree
from the University
of
Southern
California. While
not a huge sports
fan, he relates to
the Aggie side more
because the Aggies
and USC have a rivalry
with UT. Mike enjoys his
current role most because it affords him
the opportunity to work closely with others
dedicated to the success of local businesses.

1819 broadway (fulton beach road) on little bay

Itzel Camacho is the student intern at
the chamber. She was born and raised in
Rockport. Itzel graduated from RockportFulton High School. After graduation,
she moved to Huntsville to continue her
education at Sam Houston
State
University.
In
Huntsville, she studied towards a degree
in fine arts, graphic
design and advertising. After the devastation caused by
hurricane Harvey,
she moved back to
Rockport to help rebuild
her family’s home. Itzel
i s
continuing her education at
D e l
Mar College. Once she finishes her degree
plan basics, she plans to transfer back to a
university. Her time here, working alongside Diane Probst and Sandy Jumper, has
sparked an interest to minor in marketing.
When Itzel is not busy with school or working at the chamber, she likes to spend time
with her family and work at the Boiling Pot.

361-790-3313 2611 FM 3036

729-3381

NOW ENROLLING

Infants through Preschool
•

Rockport

www.matthewslearningcenter.com
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Board of directors profiles
Jatin Bhakta, Chairman of the Board,
is owner, along with his family, of the
Hampton Inn and Suites, LaQuinta Inn
and Suites, and the new
Fairfield Inn by Marriott.
He is involved in the
Asian American of Hotel
Owners Association and
March of Dimes, and is
now excited to be on the
chamber board a second
time. He is a graduate
of Texas Tech University
with a BA in Management
Information Systems. He has
15-plus years of experience in the
hospitality industry. Under his leadership,
Hampton Inn and Suites has earned the
prestigious Connie Award (twice), three
Circle of Excellence Awards, and three
Lighthouse Awards in recognition of great
customer service and accommodations. He
serves on the chamber board to share his
cooperative spirit and ideas to help Aransas
County grow. Jatin has lived in Aransas
County for 10-plus years. He moved here
from Dallas where he worked for IBM
Global Services. He is married to Jatel and
they have two children.
Blake McDavid, Chairman Elect,
was born and raised in
Rockport. He is a graduate of Rockport-Fulton
High School and Texas
State University. He
is vice president and
sales director of GSM
Insurors. His previous
service on boards has
helped him gain experience in helping the community. He and his wife have
three-year-old twins, Dean and Bailey, and
look forward to raising their family in
Rockport. His focus will be making the
Rockport-Fulton area a better place to
live, work and raise a family.
Cindy Duck, Vice-Chairman, and her
husband, Bill, along with their 17-yearold son McCauley, “found themselves” in
Rockport-Fulton 12 years ago. She facilitated the chamber’s Youth Leadership
Program, a collaborative program between

the chamber and ACISD,
which focuses on developing leadership qualities in middle school
students. Cindy’s love
and commitment for the
Rockport-Fulton area
is evident through her
numerous volunteer
activities, including serving on the chamber’s executive board and Governmental
Affairs Committee. She is a member of
Leadership Aransas County Class XVI.
She is president of the ACISD Education
Foundation, serves on its Executive
Council and is nomination chairman. She
was co-chair for the Rockport Center for
the Arts’ 2016 Tour of Homes and co-chair
for the 2012 Art Festival Patron Party. She
is vice president of the Rocketts, president of the Key Allegro (KA) Investment
Club, KA Women’s Club, KA Garden
Club, ARB Review Board and Coastal
Bend Troop Support. She said, “It’s exciting to be collaborating with the different
entities as we work together to enhance the
special ‘Charm’ Rockport and Fulton offer
while continuing to build opportunities for
our area’s youth.”
Robert J. Mitchell, Vice Chairman, is a
retired 22-year veteran of the United States
Air Force. As a part time member of the
community (1999-2011) he was active in
volunteering for events such as Tropical
Christmas and Seafair. Upon retirement
in 2011 he took a short break and then
started working for Rockport Fitness, a
Crowley Property. In 2014 he became a
Bay Blazer and in 2015 was elected Bay
Blazer president. He is currently the vice
president and has been elected
to another term as president
starting in July. After graduating from Leadership
Aransas County Class
XIX, he was invited
back as the director of
Class XX. Robert is on
the board of the ACISD
Education Foundation and
will be serving as treasurer this coming year. He is
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also active as a member of the Coastal
Bend Troop Support board, an organization
that supports local veterans and packs and
sends thousands of boxes each year to
our deployed military members. He has
served as chairman of the LAC Alumni
Committee for the past two years. Robert
serves on the Care Regional Medical
Center board and is chairman of Seafair.
He was named Chamber Member of the
Year for 2015-16.
Betty Hattman, Past Chairman of the
Board, is serving her fourth year on the
chamber board. She and her husband own
and manage TCS Telecom, a wholesale
communications company
providing telecom services
in more than 20 states.
Last year TCS began
offering local retail
telephone service and
introduced “The Total
Phone” in the RockportFulton area. The chamber
has assisted TCS by providing networking opportunities and workforce training to grow the business and staff. Betty
serves on the chamber’s Government
Affairs Council and looks forward to assisting the chamber with legislative advocacy
for small business.
Melanie Head, Director, is owner of

TWFG Insurance Services in Rockport.
She opened TWFG in 2013 and has been
in the insurance field for 16 years. Melanie
is pleased to be serving her
fourth year on the board.
Promoting local businesses in the Rockport-Fulton
community and helping
increase chamber membership is one of her
top priorities. She will
continue to work on programs, such as Chamber
Academy, and contribute to the Business Builders
Committee, as well as the Workforce
Committee.
Eric Heller, Director, graduated from
Texas Christian University in 1987 with
a BA degree in English and Marketing.
H e
has worked in the financial industry for 21 years, including
his time in Houston as a
branch manager, district
manager and loan officer. Eric was fortunate
enough to move to
Rockport in July 2014
to open 1st Community
Bank as the branch manager and loan officer.
See BOARD, page 8

Sigwald HVAC Sales & Repair, LLC
Serving Aransas County Since 1980

Air Conditioning
Heating &
Major Appliance
Repairs

402 Hwy 35 South
Rockport, TX 78382

361-729-1584

Rockport
Fulton
Chamber of Commerce
TACL A0033030

Chamber of Commerce

Pizza, Pasta & Burgers
729-1411 •

Harbor Oaks Village Shopping Ctr.

210 E. Cornwall Rockport, TX

A First-Class Auto Repair Experience

361-790 - 5055

Diagnostics, A/C, Electrical & Much More!

Same Day Service

Allen & Beth Doughty, Owners
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Since arriving he has joined the board of
the ACISD Education Foundation, Odyssey
After School, and chamber. He has served
with the Bay Blazers, Small Business
Council, the ACISD Mentoring Program,
and Seafair as chairman.
Candy Fletcher, Director, was born in
Waxahachie and raised in Lake
Worth where she attended school. She moved to
Portland in 1981 and then
to Rockport in 1989. She
has three daughters and
six grandchildren. After
moving to Rockport,
she knew she needed a career, and decided on cosmetology. She
is truly glad she made that
choice. She has been a stylist
a t
RK Style Team for eight years. She has
been married to Jimmy Fletcher for seven
years. They love to fish from a kayak and
hunt. She joined the Chamber and soon
after was asked to be a Bay Blazer. She has
been a Bay Blazer for 20 years. She graduated from Leadership Aransas County Class
XV. She served on the Chamber board, but
due to the death of her husband she had
to leave. Today she serves on Business
Builders where she has been president
for two years. She is on the LAC Alumni
Executive Committee. She served as secretary for the Rockport Cultural Arts District
for about six months and had to resign due
to her husband’s accident. She has been
asked by the VFW to start an auxiliary for
them. Rockport is her home. She loves it
here and could not see living anywhere else.
She enjoys everything she does with the
chamber and the community.
Donna “T” Townsend, Director, moved
to the Rockport-Fulton area in 2004 to
marry her husband Stanley
who worked here. Donna
T and her husband love
this community and after
14 years they own two
business - Legends and
Sugar Shack in Fulton.
The support from the
chamber and the community has been part of
what has kept them here.

She is very involved with the Humane
Society, serves on the chamber’s Tourism
Development Council and Seafair board.
She volunteers where she is needed. She is
very excited to see the growth of our community and feels volunteering not only helps
internally but externally. “Volunteerism
allows you to touch and feel why the
Rockport-Fulton community is so wonderful. I believe the community has much more
to come,” she said.
MJ Olsen, Director, was born in
Brownsville and has lived in Rockport
since 2004. MJ retired from her retail
career in 2004. IN 2006 she decided her
marketing and sales experience would be an excellent
fit as a Realtor. Her reallife experience of “moving” while her husband
was a hotelier, provides
homebuyers and sellers the patience and
knowledge that it takes
to “get moving.” That’s
her passion. MJ is a realtor at Coldwell Banker The
Ron Brown Company. She continues her
education to bring her clients the latest
and best in real estate. MJ has earned the
following certifications: Certified Luxury
Home Marketing Specialist, Certified
Residential Specialist, Resort and Second
Home Property Specialist, Seniors Real
Estate Specialist, Accredited Buyer’s
Representative, Certified Negotiation
Expert, and Texas Affordable Housing
Specialist. She and her husband Brian have
one son, Sgt. Charles Olsen, US Army
Reserves. MJ is a Gold sponsor of the
chamber and continues to proudly serve on
the board.
Diana Pardue, Director,
was born in El Paso but
traveled extensively in her
younger years because
her father was a Sargent
in the U.S. Army. She
moved to Rockport in
2009 and married her
husband Rusty in 2013.
She is the current general manager of The Groove.
Diana is actively involved in

CRAIG'S

TIRE SERVICE
BRAKES • SHOCKS • BATTERIES
TUNE-UPS • OIL CHANGES • STATE INSPECTIONS
TIRES • BALANCING • COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT

121 W. Market • rockport, tX
361-729-3909

PROUD OF OUR CHAMBER AND
ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS!

the community and believes the RockportFulton area is a wonderful place to live. She
is serving her second term on the board,
was Bay Blazer secretary and president,
served as chairman of Business Expo four
years, was on the Seafair Just Desserts
committee for two years, and continues
to serve on the Shop Small Saturday
committee. In 2016 she was named Bay
Blazer of the Year. After graduating from
Leadership Aransas County (LAC) Class
XIX, she was class facilitator for Media,
Interviewing, and Public Speaking for LAC
XX. Her involvement with the chamber has
broadened her experiences and circle of
friends. She volunteers where she is needed
and is looking forward to another awesome
year.
Dawn Walker, Director, Dawn and
her husband David have been married
19 years. They have two children, Kayla
and David Jr. They own and manage
Angler’s RV Retreat and have been members of the chamber since 2009 when they
first opened the Retreat. Dawn is a Bay
Blazer and a graduate of LAC class
XIX. She is chairman of
LAC steering committee.
She loves LAC so much
she has served as facilitator for the Youth
Leadership Council the
last three years and running. Dawn was on the
committee for the LAC
Attack kayak fishing tourney to raise money for the
YLAC. She has chaired many
other functions with the chamber. She loves
Rockport-Fulton and all of the people who
make this place such a wonderful home.
Nancy Bolting, Director, is the owner
of Bella la Rue Boutique and Bella la
Brew coffee shop.  She is a graduate of
the University of Houston-Victoria with a
BA degree in business administration with
a concentration in accounting.  Nancy
worked as a Cost Accountant for Tyco
International in Victoria.  In 2001 she
accepted a position with a local chemical
plant and moved to Rockport with her husband and daughter.  Due to frequent travel
and long hours away from her family, she
acquired her alternative teaching certificate

and began teaching middle school math.  In
2013 while her daughter was
in her senior year at the
University of Denver,
she decided to open her
own store and resign
from teaching. Bella la
Rue Boutique opened
in March 2014.   After
hurricane Harvey hit
Rockport the decision
was made to expand the
boutique to include a coffee
shop. Rather than closing the doors, Nancy
and her husband, Brett, took on the task
of remodeling the empty space adjacent to
the boutique.  In April 2018 Bella la Brew
opened for business.
Sarah Solis, Director, was born in the
small university town of Pittsburg, KS.  At
age seven, Sarah’s family uprooted from the
plains and moved to the Texas coast.  Sarah
attended school in Aransas Pass, Portland
and then Rockport, where she graduated
early in 1998.  She then worked
as a math teacher’s aide and
yearbook advisor.  From
2000-2003 she operated
a small day care and in
2004 started her career
in real estate as a marketing coordinator for a
real estate company in
Aransas Pass.  In 2004,
she became a licensed
Realtor® and married her best
friend Dwayne Solis.  In 2007, after having
her third of four boys, she knew it was
time to take the big step and start her own
printing company.  Over the next 10 years,
Sarah started and was the publisher of two
magazines and grew her company into a
powerhouse of services in printing and
graphic design. Currently Sarah loves her
career as a full time real estate agent with
Spears and Co.  She enjoys spending time
with her family and volunteering as much
as possible in the community.
Elizabeth Martin, Director, is a lifelong
Texan and has been residing in Rockport
since 2010 and is currently the managing broker of Eling Coastal Real Estate.
See BOARD, page 9

ROCKPORT’S ONE STOP BEAD SHOP
Unique & Eclectic Selection of Beads & Findings
Classes & Events

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm
Sat. 9am to 4pm

361-450-1400

www.beadstudiotexas.com
812 Henderson St. (Live Oak Plaza West) • Rockport, TX
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In 1991, as a single mom of two young
daughters, she graduated from Texas A&M
with a BS degree in education
curriculum and instruction.
Elizabeth taught 18 years
in elementary and special education. In 1996,
while teaching school,
she obtained her real
estate broker’s license.
Over the years, Elizabeth
had been teaching and
working in the real estate
market. After teaching one
year in Rockport, Elizabeth left teaching
and opened Aransas Bay Real Estate in
June of 2011. Right after opening her doors,
she joined the chamber and has been an
active member in the Bay Blazers and the
Small Business Builders. After winning
the Small Business of the Month for March
of 2013 and the Business Builder of the
year in July 2014, Elizabeth met Margaret
“Missi” Thomas. Elizabeth and Missi
soon joined together when Elizabeth sold
Aransas Bay Real Estate to Missi, which
soon became Eling Coastal Real Estate.
Working for Missi has allowed Elizabeth
more free time to volunteer in the community. Two years after opening, Eling Coastal
Real Estate won Business of the Month in
September 2016 and Small Business of the
Year in 2017. Elizabeth is also a director on
the Rockport Association of Realtors board.
She is looking forward to helping the chamber more in the future.
Courtney Sanchez, Director, is the
director of behavioral health outreach for
Corpus Christi Medical Center. She has
worked for Corpus Christi
Medical Center since 2012.
Courtney is a RockportFulton High School
graduate. Additionally,
she received her bachelor’s degree in psychology from Texas A&M
University-Corpus
Christi in 2012, and later
received a master’s degree
in business administration in
2014. Courtney was a memb e r
of Leadership Aransas County Class XX.
Upon completion of that class she joined
the LAC Steering Committee and remains

an active member. Additionally, Courtney
is a co-founder and associate director for
the Suicide Prevention Symposium and
Coalition of the Coastal Bend. On this
board, she acts as sponsor, media representative, and community point of contact for
both the annual symposium and coalition.
Given her community involvement professionally and personally, Courtney’s
mission is to remain active so she can
maintain and assist in the improvement
of Rockport-Fulton, a place that she has
always called home.
James Creekmore, Director, is a partner with Johnson & Creekmore, PLLC in
Rockport. He is serving his first year in a
three-year term on the board. He is a CPA
with 19 years experience in public accounting practice. He is from Louisiana and has
lived in Rockport for 13 years.
He serves on the chamber
because he wants to see it
and the community prosper. James also serves on
the chamber’s Finance
Committee.
Mayor Patrick Rios,
Appointed Director, is
in his 6th year on the
Chamber Board representing the City of Rockport.  He
served as mayor pro-tem for the
city for five years and holds a Certified
Municipal Official (CMO) designation from
the Texas Municipal League (TML). Pat
serves on the Aransas Pathways Steering
Committee, the Aransas County Resiliency
Initiative, and is a director on the Coastal
Bend Council of Governments. He is also on
the TML board, and was recently appointed
by Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid
Miller to the Coastal Bend Regional Review
Committee. He feels the chamber’s dedication to Rockport-Fulton and their businesses have set a standard many chambers strive to achieve. Pat knows the
chamber will continue its Best Practices
approach in all it does in showcasing
the benefits of our communities.  “Our
communities are fortunate to have quality
chamber members and dynamic leadership,” he said.
County
Commissioner
Betty
Stiles, Appointed Director, was born in
Washington, DC. She came to Texas in

1970 and worked for El Paso Natural Gas
as a commercial/industrial photographer.
She moved to Dallas and then
Houston and owned her own
photography studio. Betty
bought a home in Lamar
in 1981. She has two
children, Bill Santaiti
of Houston and Tracy
Goodwin of Rockport.
She has a beautiful
granddaughter Britney
Goodwin who is a senior
at Rockport-Fulton High
School. Her granddaughter received an
academic scholarship to Trinity University
and signed to play basketball at Trinity.
She served as Republican County Chair
from 2007-11 and is past treasurer of the
Chamber’s Leadership Alumni Executive
Committee. She also serves on the board
of Friends of Goose Island State Park and
as the county’s liaison with the Aransas
County Navigation District. She also
serves on the Aransas County Historical
Commission and attends all Storm Water
Management Committee and Pathways
Steering Committee meetings. Betty was an
Elector to the Electoral College 2012 and
founding member of the Rockport Rocketts.
She is highly involved in environmental
issues, which includes freshwater inflows
into our bays and estuaries, protecting Little
Bay, groundwater conservation, and water
quality. Betty serves on the Governmental
Affairs Committee and her main interest
for the chamber in the coming year is legislative updates.
Cindy Robbins, Appointed Director, was
born and raised in Corpus Christi. “I’m a
beach girl at heart,” she said. “We moved
back to the area in 2005 and
have learned to appreciate all Rockport-Fulton
has to offer.”  She is
an active agent with RE/
MAX.  Cindy loves the
thrill of the hunt, finding every buyer his or
her little piece of paradise
here on the coast. She is
also a die-hard Aggie and
proud mother of two Aggies.
“I believe our children are our greatest
legacy. The children of Aransas County are

our future,” said Cindy. She serves on the
Aransas County ISD school board and the
ACISD Education Foundation.
Shana Brader, Associate Director, was
born in Corpus Christi and raised primarily
in Portland. She watched her mother work
hard and raise two children and learned
an immense amount from her
about work ethic. As a single mother, Shana raised
two children while studying for her BBA, which
she was determined to
complete before her
children graduated from
college. She completed
that mission in 2012 right
after she married her husband, Terry, and moved to
Rockport. After graduating, she traveled
around the country as a software trainer for a major medical company. That
travel prompted her desire to spend more
time at home. In January 2016 she bought
her business, now known as Sun Kissed
Graphics. Having the opportunity to stay
in town more, she developed a love for
the Rockport-Fulton community. Shana
became involved in the community and the
chamber almost immediately after opening
the doors to her business. She became even
more involved in the community after hurricane Harvey.
Kathy
Helgenberger,
Associate
Director, was born and raised in the small,
farming community of Olathe, CO. Her parents owned the local hardware
store. It was through them
she learned about hard
work and the rewards
associated with running
a small business and
being involved in the
community. After high
school Kathy began
working for an independent insurance agency
in Western Colorado. She
worked off and on with this company for
30-plus years (with a few breaks along the
way to raise her beautiful family of four
children). She eventually became a top-producing agent in the agency and part owner
See BOARD, page 11

Fulton Schoolhouse Museum
201 N. 7th Street
Open Saturday & Sundy
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

TOWN HALL:

209 N. 7th St. Fulton, TX 78358
Phone: (361) 729-5533

Proud member and supporter
of the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce!!

(361) 729-9707
Fax (361) 729-9729

2611 HIGHWAY 35 NORTH
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382
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Charmers greet 11,000+ at R-F Chamber Visitor’s Center
We continue to focus on having a “fun
visitor experience” at the Visitor Center.
We are here to serve our visitors to the
Rockport-Fulton area. It continues to be
a popular stopping place for tourists and
locals alike. We are a pet-friendly facility,

R-F Chamber of
Commerce 2018-19
officers, directors
Officers
Jatin Bhakta – Chairman
(Fairfield, LaQuinta and Hampton Inn &
Suites)
Blake McDavid, Chairman Elect
(GSM Insurors)
Cindy Duck, Vice Chairman
(Individual)
Robert Mitchell, Vice Chairman
(Rockport Fitness)
Betty Hattman, Past Chairman
(TCS Telecom)
Diane Probst, President/CEO
(R-F Chamber of Commerce)
3rd year directors
Melanie Head (TWFG Insurance)
Eric Heller (1st Community Bank)
Candy Fletcher (RK Style Team)
Donna Townsend (Legends/Sugar Shack)
2nd year directors
MJ Olsen (Coldwell Banker – The Ron
Brown Co.)
Diana Pardue (The Groove)
Dawn Walker (Angler’s RV Park)
1st year directors
Nancy Bolting (Bella LaRue Boutique)
Sarah Solis (Spears and Co.)
Elizabeth Martin (Eling Coastal Real
Estate)
Courtney Sanchez (Corpus Christi Health
Care System)
James Creekmore (Johnson &
Creekmore, PLLC)
Appointed directors
Pat Rios (Mayor, City of Rockport)
Betty Stiles (County Commissioner)
Cindy Robbins (Real Estate/ACISD trustee)
Associate directors
Shana Brader (Sun Kissed Graphics)
Kathy Helgenberger (Isagenix)
Ramona LeBlanc (The Boiling Pot)
Chad Lee (Lee Construction)
Taylor Place (The Lawn Guys)

share treats with them and a friendly photo
op never passes us by.
We assisted more than 11,000 visitors last
year. We keep track of zip codes and destinations of all who enter the Visitor Center,
frequently amazing ourselves because we
have visitors from all over the world. Our
visitors constantly comment on our landscaping, which is geared to attract various
species of birds, especially hummingbirds.
Look around and see if you can spot a decorative rock. These are known as “Rocks of
Rockport-Fulton.” Pick it up, take it with
you, place it somewhere else, take a picture
of it, and post it on social media! We love

Foundation played
critical role in
collection of
Harvey funds

the attention.
Our visitors will also find a very friendly
greeting waiting for them when they enter
the building. Our Charmer volunteers are
a very important to the operation of the
Visitor Center. They greet our visitors. We
present them with an update about our community and calendar of events along with a
monthly tour of the communities in appreciation for their time and dedication. They are
ready to help make everyone’s visit more
interesting, fun and memorable. We appreciate all the work our Charmers do.
We’re going on our second season of
“Pickin’ on the Porch” during the winter
season. Our visitors, locals, and friends
have enjoyed this event so much we are
happy to say we will continue it through the
spring and summer seasons.
It is our hope to continue to make the
Visitor Center fun and lively for our visitors. Once inside, guests spend time looking at the map room, our Aransas County
history timeline, and the viewing panels.
We often get comments about how much
it is like a museum. We have had people

in here for a long time just taking in all the
information.
To expand on that interest, we have
brought back our Historical Driving Tour.
We also hosted our inaugural Winter Texan
Day in January. It was quite a success. We
look forward to continuing this event, as
well as others.
Our gift shop continues to be of interest
with the addition of more local products
and other unique items. We are especially
excited about our newest tourism promotion
that was debuted in March – “Find Yourself
in Rockport-Fulton.”
We are happy to announce an abundance
of t-shirts with this new logo, available
now in our gift shop in a variety of colors,
embroidered or screen print choices. Very
soon we will be proud to feature, tote bags,
decals, and much more showing off the new
logo.

We are constantly on the lookout for
items that will reflect our wonderful coastal
home as well as promote our member businesses.

By TIFFANIE HOOVER
R-F Foundation chair
The Rockport-Fulton Chamber
Foundation (Foundation) stepped up
to receive donations for our community’s humanitarian, business redevelopment, and recovery efforts, and did
this within the first 24-hours of Harvey
hitting our communities.
The Foundation served as collection
point for donations of cash, checks,
gift cards and electronic funds. It is
a 501c3 non-profit charity (created
prior to the hurricane) for worthy
projects for the community. It became
the repository for the Harvey effort
to assist the Emergency Operation
Center.
It was never intended the Foundation
would administer the distribution process. It is staffed by volunteers and
did not have the ability to handle the
proper, fair and equitable, means to
disperse the funds.
An organization was created in 2015
for this purpose. It’s called the Coastal
Bend Disaster Recovery Group
(CBDRG). Case managers are now
working to assist and help families
recover from this horrible disaster.
The funds are nearly spent at the
nine-month mark. The Foundation was
pleased to assist our community in this
area.
The Foundation recently awarded
its first Rockport-Fulton High School
$1,000 scholarship.
The Chamber Foundation was
formed in 2016. Its board is made up
of former chairs of the Chamber board.
The next project of the Foundation
is to receive the funds from Rebuild
Texas Fund to help pay for the
Comeback Campaign to revive tourism.

The chamber’s Visitor’s Center attracts thousands of guests each year.

The 2018 Business Expo was held at the festival grounds because the Paws & Taws Fulton Convention
Center was destroyed by hurricane Harvey.
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in the company. Kathy and her husband of
25 years, Ty, made the decision five years
ago to move from Colorado to the wonderful community of Rockport. It is here she
and her husband work from home as owners
of a network marketing company in the
health and wellness industry. Joining the
chamber allowed Kathy to jump right into
this amazing business community where
she has been very involved in the chamber.
She graduated from LAC Class XX and
served as director of LAC Class XXI. She
also heads up the Wednesday Networking
Event.
Ramona LeBlanc, Associate Director,
has been a resident of Aransas County
for more than 25 years. She
is
married to Mike and
has one son, Zackery
Mobley. She moved
here from the Austin
area. Ramona is no
stranger to the food
service industry, having spent the last five
years as co- manager of
The Boiling Pot with Toan
Pham, where she stepped in
after the passing of her mother-in-law, Dot.
Ramona has more than 30 years of experience in customer service. Prior to starting

at The Boiling Pot, Ramona began her own
business, Go-Fors an errand service, which
she ran for six years. She worked another nine years at the Aransas County Tax
office, five years as a title clerk at Ronnie’s
Marine, four years in inventory control at
Proline Video, and five years at her parents’
restaurant in Hutto. She has been involved
in LAC Class XVI, helped restart the Youth
Leadership Aransas County program, has
been part of the Texas Hospitality Program,
started the Boiling Pot Dot Scholarship
program and is currently on the chamber’s
Tourism Development Council. Ramona is
passionate about helping and working with
the residents of Aransas County.
Chad Lee, Associate Director, was born
June 13, 1975. He is a
general contractor who
conducts business and
lives in South Texas.
Chad
attended
Northeast Louisiana
University and Texas
A & M University
where he studied
science, history, and
political science. He was
on the MLU swim team
and
the Texas A & M club water polo team.
He worked at St. Michael’s Academy in

Bryan and coached the Aggie Swim Club.
Chad graduated from Texas A & M in 2003
with a BA in history and a minor in political science. After graduating, he worked
in Houston for Enterprise Rent-A-Car for
a year and then moved to Rockport with
his wife Sarah and young sons Joshua and
Patrick. Chad went to work for Mahan
Builders, Inc. in 2005, beginning his general contracting career. After six years he
opened Lee Construction Services, Inc.
His company focuses on contracting for
residential and commercial needs along
the Texas Gulf Coast. When Chad is not
working, he can often be found volunteering with youth sports and educational
groups in which his children participate.
Chad has coached youth baseball, basketball, and swimming in Aransas County.
He has been on the Sacred Heart School

Advisory Council since 2008. Chad enjoys
surfing, swimming, water polo, snow skiing, sailing, and fishing. He looks forward
to raising Joshua and Patrick with his wife,
Sarah, and enjoys living in Rockport.
Taylor Place, Associate Director, is a
fifth generation Rockport native. Taylor
was born to Jerry and Patricia Place. Taylor
is the proud owner of the
Lawn Guys, a full landscape management company. He is currently a
Bay Blazer and Business
Builder, on the committee for the chamber’s
Business Expo, and was
the committee chairman
for beverages and operations for 2017 Seafair, and
he is just getting started.

Mission Statement
The mission statement of the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce is to work in partnership with businesses, individuals and governmental entities to promote commerce and
tourism while maintaining and enhancing the environment.

Councils / Committees
Hotel & Lodging Council – Works closely with the Texas Hotel & Lodging
Council via conference call. We have a little more than 800 rooms open now. Most
of the hotel properties open are running 80-90%. Lighthouse Inn and Laguna Reef are
next to open.
RV Park Council – Has good discussions, and the Facebook group page is
going well. Around 20-23 people attend each meeting, held at the chamber the last
Wednesday of each month.
Economic Development Council – Working on a program to help give direction
on targeted industries, regional collaboration and funding. Will start back meeting in
June.
Tourism Development Council – Working on the Comeback Campaign, as well as
packaging and promotion of events, and branding the community with spirited bright
colors. Meets every other month. Marketing Plan presented to local governments in
June.
Business Builders (Small Business Council) – Coordinates the Business of the
Month program. Promotes the Member2Member ID Card Program, and works on
Business Expo. Business Breakfasts keep them busy along with the Windshield Tour
and the Hurricane Breakfast.
Bay Blazers Membership Team – Attends all ribbon cuttings, grand openings
and groundbreakings. Performs “Harvey We Won Ribbon Cuttings.” Coordinates
Business Expo. The ambassadors for the chamber meet monthly.
Network Wednesdays – This is a great way to get to know other business owners.
Meets at 10 a.m. every Wednesday.
Leadership Aransas County – Applications for Class XXII are available. Dates
and schedule are on the brochure. Looking forward to a great class and great year.
Youth Leadership Aransas County – Chairman Dawn Walker will launch the
program this fall for next year.
Leadership Alumni Association – Holds Candidates Panel & Issues Forums for
elections in our communities.
Seafair – Will be held Oct. 11-14. It is a fun festival that boosts the economy in
October. The Seafair committee meets monthly.
HummerBird Celebration – Will be held Sept. 13-16. Committee meets monthly.
Will be celebrating 30th anniversary this year.
Governmental Affairs Council – Reviews items at the federal, state and local levels. Coordinates visits to the capitols in Austin and Washington, D.C. Meets monthly.
Contact chamber staff for more information about any committee or council.

2018

IT Support and Services

VOIP Office Phone Systems

Networking

Marketing Solutions

Proud Members of the
Rockport Fulton Chamber of Commerce

• Termites & Rodents
• Household Insects
• Lawn & Tree
Insects
• Retail Products
• Real Estate
Inspections
• Licensed Bonded
Technicians
1902 Hwy. 35 ByPass (Bypass 35 @ Griffith St.)
• Lawn Care
Programs
P.O. Box 486, Rockport, TX 78381
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BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU

729-2370

www.albinexterminating.com

Celebrating 40 years of superior service
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Proud LOCAL contractor for
the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of
Commerce & Visitor's Center!
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